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This is a tutorial for a picture frame I made several years ago. It is only 8" in diameter 
and took almost 40' of 1/4" rope to make.  It's my design taken off of Stuart E. Grainger’s 
Creative Ropecraft-Practical Projects-Rope Edged Tray No. 2, which is based on the 
looks of the Matthew Walker knot and the Star knot. One cool thing about doing this 
frame my way is that I incorporated the rope to cover up the side of the frame almost 
completely. All I did was drill out the side instead of straight down. I had studied his 
drawing for a long time and one day, it just dawned on me that it might work. Well, I did 
change one other thing we’ll talk about later. 
 
Before we get started, I’d like to say thanks to Brian, all the staff at KHWW and all the 
members here. Now I need to say, I am not a great photographer, but I hope everyone can 
make out what I’m trying to get across. You can always post a question on the site or 
send me a PM or email and if I don’t know the answer - I’m sure someone more 
knowledgeable here can help. Having a copy of Creative Ropecraft would help you a lot 
with this project as his drawings are great. A lot of this is basic if you know a lot about 
power tools and such, but it is my hope to produce this tutorial in such a way a novice can 
create this rope picture frame. I am sure the tool guys will understand and if you see 
something I missed, especially about safety, please include it in a comment or something. 
TIA I probably bored everyone with the pic of me wiping the cover down with a rag.  
 
OK, first thing to do is acquire your wife’s smaller 8” diameter stove top cover when 
she’s not looking. Believe me, she’ll forgive you once you present this picture frame to 
her. LOL I chose this size frame because it’s the same width as a piece of photo paper for 
printing 8x10 pictures.  
 

Turn the cover over on a piece of paper and 
draw the circular outline.  Set the paper aside 
in a safe place. You can cut the circle out and 
use it for a template to cut the picture for your 
new rope picture frame. I performed all these 
steps in one day (on a day off from work), 
including taking these photos, finishing the 
Christmas tree and playing with the 
grandkids. You have to let the paint dry, 
right? Granted, it was a long, long day.  
 
Now use some ¾” masking tape, wrap around 
the outside and put a mark where the two 
ends come together, making sure to mark 
both ends of the tape. Also, while the tape is 
positioned, go ahead and mark the center of 
the side (from the top of the rolled lip by the 
table to the top of the stove cover) on the tape 
in a few places.  
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Now pull the tape off and stretch it out on a 
counter top or table, lining one mark on the 
edge of the table with your ruler. You’ll see 
(not in the photo) it doesn’t exactly match up 
with the inch marks on the ruler as it’s just 
over 25”. You need approximately 1” 
between the centers of the holes you will need 
to drill to insert the line, so just add 1/32” to 
your inch mark, some from the left and some 
from the right. When you match up in the 
center it should be fine. It doesn’t have to be 
perfect, just close to an inch between the 

centers of the holes. There are 25 marks; one for each of the 25 holes. 
 

Now put the tape back on the edge of the 
stove cover. With a piece of wood under the 
edge of your stove cover (I just used an old 
piece of scrap 1x3), punch starter holes with a 
nail and hammer on each of the 25 marks you 
just placed on the tape. Just light taps will do 
the job as you just need a small hole the size 
of the end of the nail. This will help to keep 
the drill bit from wandering (sliding away 
from your mark) while starting the drilling 
process. 
 
One word of caution here: this is cheap tin 
you’re working with and it produces very 
sharp cutting edges, so please use care. I 
would hate to hear of anyone slicing their 
finger. Don’t do like most people do when 
they read a “Wet Paint” sign and slide your 
finger on it to see if it is wet/or how sharp this 
is. THIS WILL CUT YOU! 
 
 
 

Remove the tape and grab your drill. First I used a 1/8” drill bit 
and drilled each of the 25 holes we made with the nail. This is 
so the larger bit (5/16”) wouldn’t wander as bad. The 5/16” bit 
allows the ¼” line to go thru easily, so drill each of the 1/8” 
holes with this.  
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The drilling actually tears this thin metal, but 
you can clean it up with a file. You want all 
sharp edges filed smooth on the outside using 
the flat side of the file. If your better half cuts 
her finger, even if it’s a few years from now 
when she moves the picture, you’ll never hear 
the end of it. If you want to be happy, you’ve 
got to keep her happy. LOL 
 
 
 

 
The same is true for the inside of the stove 
cover. The curved back side of the file works 
well for this. A dremel tool is even better (if 
anyone sees my son-in-law, could you please 
ask him to bring mine back LOL). You don’t 
have to worry about the inside of the holes, 
but the pointed end of the file will help there. 
Just stick it in and run it around a few times to 
push any odd piece out so you can file it 
down smooth. 
 

 
 
 
Now you can lightly use some sandpaper to 
smooth it a little more. I used some very old, 
used worn out 120 grit sandpaper as this is 
cheap paint on the cover and it scratches 
easier than it smoothes out.  
 
 
 
 
 
Next wipe it down with a clean rag. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 4 

I taped the painting on the front  
before the next step. 
Note: I did all drilling, filing, sanding and 
painting outside in the garage and then 
brought the cover inside for the pics. This 
process produces tiny pieces of sharp metal 
that will cut you. I don’t know how to write a 
disclaimer, so wear eye protection and use 
care and common sense. Use gloves if you 
can’t keep your bare fingers off the sharp 
edges. Read and follow all safety documents 

that came w/the drill or any tool you plug in while doing this project. I guess you should 
use a dust mask when sanding and a paint mask when painting. I was an industrial painter 

for years before I changed professions 11 yrs 
ago, so I did this w/o either type of mask. I 
just made sure there was plenty of ventilation; 
i.e., open big garage door, turn on fan (Opps! 
It wasn’t an explosive proof fan but it was 
behind me so no flammable fumes were 
drawn into it. LOL). Power tools, knives, 
razors, needles and even fids can all do harm 
to your body if not used properly and 
w/caution. I guess this will cover it - do this 
project at your own risk. 

 
I painted the sides and back with several light coats from a spray can of white paint. If 
you’re using manila, try to find a light brown paint that matches the color of your rope. 
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Finally we get to start tying. The single line 
(the one that is 1.5’ long) I cheated and just 
burned a stopper on the end. A manrope knot 
was used on the first two frames I made with 
manila rope. Just double your 3’ pieces in half 
and slide them into the holes from the inside 
on the back going out. The 1’ 6” in. piece just 
slides straight out from the back as well. 
 
 
 
 

You will do each of the following moves/steps for each of the 25 lines. 
 

Here are the first two moves  
(1st move pictured and 2nd move drawn). 

My experiment this time.  
I deviated from Grainger’s book right here. 

 
Grainger’s way 

 
 

Grainger’s way makes the side look a lot more like a Matthew Walker knot on the edge 
of the frame than my way, but I have already done this frame twice and wanted to 
experiment a little. I think both ways look great. Mine may be a little taller on the sides. 
You can tie yours either way. If I were doing this for the first time (or if I do another 
one), I’d stick with Grainger’s MW look as it’s really cool, JMO. Each of the following 
steps (3 thru 7) works either way you do step# 2 above. 
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Bring all lines out away from the frame and it 
should look like this when the first two moves 
are completed. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Third step. 
 
The line loops downward and goes under 
itself, swings up and over itself and then 
through the loop to its right. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Forth step. 
Under the line to its right, swing around to the 
left and go under itself and out away from the 
frame. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It should look like this now. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 7 

. 
Fifth move. 

Over the line to it’s right and through the 
doubled brights of the “star”. (See Brian, I 
was paying attention during the Knots 101 

Knotting Lingo For The Beginner) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Which gives us this: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                               
 
Sixth move. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which gives us this when looking down: 
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And this is from the side: 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Now you need to “tighten and dress” (I learned these terms from Bud’s tutorials) each 
line. Just start with one line where it comes out the hole you drilled and tighten it up a 
little at a time from the hole to the end of the line and then start the next rope. To keep 
track I put a piece of masking tape on the line I started on, as well as the line I’m working 
on. That way, if there’s an “Oh, heck” somewhere and you have to get up, you’ll know 
where you left off. I’m still working on my “tighten and dress” skills; In the beginning I 
seem to rush through it and try to make it too tight. It is better to go easy and go around 
the whole frame tightening the lines several times. 
 

Seventh and final step. 
I didn’t use glue or sew the end down but 
either choice would be better. I did use glue 
on the manila rope frames I made before. 
  
Since the tip is beveled, if you lean the tool to 
the right away from our finished end, you’ll 
have a nicer cut with less dark burn marks on 
the finish side of your cut. You can use a little 
white out to cover any dark spot you do get. 
 

 
Tie a small line across the back of the frame about 1/3 of the way down from the top to 
attach your picture to the nail/hanger in the wall. Your brand new rope picture frame is 
almost ready for hanging. Now we’ll insert the picture of your choice by using the paper 
template we made at the beginning to get it to the right size. You’ll want to cut the 
picture about ¼” in from the line we drew. Once your picture is cut and ready to be put in 
the frame, just grab the inside (from the middle) of the rope frame, slide your hand in 
there and pull it up all around the frame. Don’t be afraid, you just made this so you know 
how strong it is. Pull it up good and slide the picture in on the bottom (designated by the 
small line you tied on the back for hanging the picture) and “gently”, without creasing the 
photo, work it in all around. It’s not easy but it will go in there. Now set the frame on its 
back and push all the ropes back down. You’ll want to go check the last tuck (step 
number 7) and retuck any line that pulled out while pulling the front out and putting the 
picture in place.  
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Finished front view. 
 
I am out of black ink so the mermaids came 
out blue. I think it'll look better when I get the 
black ink but it's still pretty cool, I thought. I 
have searched the internet for way too much 
time (off and on for years) looking for 
mermaids and this is one that I really like. 
Hope you guys do, too. 
 
 
 
Finished side view. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I don’t have any pics of my first one, but here 
is one I have of the second one. I tied this a 
couple of years ago using manila rope (the pic 
is taken right before the step seven where the 
ends are cut, tucked and glued). It looked a lot 
better than this old blurry picture. LOL 
 
Everyone who has seen my frames expresses 
happy thoughts about them. I know anyone 
who ties this will be splendidly happy with 
the results of their hard work. I would 

imagine most knot heads have seen the beautiful rope frames in Abook and others like I 
have. Well, I don’t think I’m at the skill level of doing one like those yet but this was a 
great project for me. I spent more time doing the tutorial than I did making the rope 
frame, no kidding. LOL I hope everyone enjoys it and it is my hope some will make the 
frame and share their finished pics with us. I have plans to do a project like this using 
small flexible PVC around an old real wooden barrel top (about 20” diameter) that has a 
painting of a tall ship on it that my wife and I found in an antique store. I’ll let you guys  
know how it comes out. Anyway, thanks for looking and I sincerely wish you the 
happiest of tying times. 
 
Rick  
skyout 
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