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	Hello Vince,

I followed your website pages to the end.  Very interesting!  I have a carved sea chest acquired by my parents around 1940 in Marblehead, MA.  I will forward a few pictures from my phone by separate email since I am on the road and typing this on a borrowed computer.  Much easier when there are details involved.

What I would like to ask you is can you help me box in the age.  The chest is wood (which I will try to identify when I get home again) and has a beveled front with large dovetails.  Where there are nails they are hand made iron nails.  The beckets are probably original as well as the cleats, there are no signs of replacement or refastening.  The lock and hasp are missing and the hinges have been replaced in modern times.  That and a few screws to retain the skirt boards seem to be all that isn't original. There is no indication of painting after the carving.

The chest has been carved and herein is my enigma.  On the top in the lower banner is neatly carved SWEETLAND  MASTER.  There is a top blank banner and between them a compass rose with no headings.  On the front is an eagle and another banner with SHIP ORIZIMBO separated by an American flag shield from SO. TOMASTON MAINE.  I believe that ORIZIMBO should be OROZIMBO and TOMASTON should be THOMASTON.  So much for spelling but it might give some insight on the carver.  

My research so far has found Sweetlands in South Thomaston and and several Orozimbos but no linking Sweetlands to Orozimbo and no link between Orozimbo and So. Thomaston.  My mini breakthrough today was to discover that South Thomaston separated from Thomaston in 1848.  This is not definitive but probably means that the chest was not carved before the 19th century and the handmade iron nails probably mean that it was not made much later than that (though carved any time after that).  

Before I get carried away with Sweetlands and Orozimbos, if I can confirm my guess on the age that would help me establish a range for it.  All the carving work and particularly the wood removal was done by hand and with not too sophisticated a hand at that.  If I were to guess, the chest was probably made years earlier than the carving.  It is only today that that lightbulb came on so I have to think more about that.

If you have the time to look at the pictures, I would appreciate your comments and maybe an idea how and were this all came about.  Any references or links to other sources would also be appreciated.  The pictures were taken with my phone and I will do a better job on the detail when I get back.  You are welcome to post these once we have nailed down some more details.  Or maybe your followers have some ideas.

Thanks for your time and I look forward to your thoughts.

Cheers,

John Peterson

831 238 2423

cadenza43@gmail.com
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I followed your website pages to the end.  Very interesting!  I have a carved sea chest acquired by my parents around 1940 in Marblehead, MA.  I will forward a few pictures from my phone by separate email since I am on the road and typing this on a borrowed computer.  Much easier when there are details involved.

What I would like to ask you is can you help me box in the age.  The chest is wood (which I will try to identify when I get home again) and has a beveled front with large dovetails.  Where there are nails they are hand made iron nails.  The beckets are probably original as well as the cleats, there are no signs of replacement or refastening.  The lock and hasp are missing and the hinges have been replaced in modern times.  That and a few screws to retain the skirt boards seem to be all that isn't original. There is no indication of painting after the carving.

The chest has been carved and herein is my enigma.  On the top in the lower banner is neatly carved SWEETLAND  MASTER.  There is a top blank banner and between them a compass rose with no headings.  On the front is an eagle and another banner with SHIP ORIZIMBO separated by an American flag shield from SO. TOMASTON MAINE.  I believe that ORIZIMBO should be OROZIMBO and TOMASTON should be THOMASTON.  So much for spelling but it might give some insight on the carver.  

My research so far has found Sweetlands in South Thomaston and and several Orozimbos but no linking Sweetlands to Orozimbo and no link between Orozimbo and So. Thomaston.  My mini breakthrough today was to discover that South Thomaston separated from Thomaston in 1848.  This is not definitive but probably means that the chest was not carved before the 19th century and the handmade iron nails probably mean that it was not made much later than that (though carved any time after that).  

Before I get carried away with Sweetlands and Orozimbos, if I can confirm my guess on the age that would help me establish a range for it.  All the carving work and particularly the wood removal was done by hand and with not too sophisticated a hand at that.  If I were to guess, the chest was probably made years earlier than the carving.  It is only today that that lightbulb came on so I have to think more about that.

If you have the time to look at the pictures, I would appreciate your comments and maybe an idea how and were this all came about.  Any references or links to other sources would also be appreciated.  The pictures were taken with my phone and I will do a better job on the detail when I get back.  You are welcome to post these once we have nailed down some more details.  Or maybe your followers have some ideas.
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